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County  Hall, 
Newport,  I.W. 
Tel.  Newport  2261 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  of  Newport  for  the  year  1958. 

The  Live  Birth  Rate  fell  from  13.5  to  12.3. 

The  Stillbirth  Rate  diminished  from  21.8  to  20.2. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  also  fell,  from  18.6  to 

12.4. 

The  Death  Rate,  however,  remained  the  same  as  in 
1957,  being  17.1. 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  cancer  were  46  of  which  10 
were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung — 8  occurred  in  men,  2  in 
women.  Leukaemia  again  accounted  for  only  1  death. 

Heart  disease  was  the  cause  of  death  in  123  cases:  of 
these  disease  of  the  coronary  arteries  was  certified  as  causing 
41  deaths.  Fifty-six  deaths  were  due  to  strokes,  28  to 
pneumonia,  and  there  were  only  4  this  year  from  bronchitis. 
Three  males  and  one  female  died  from  suicide,  and  there 
were  2  deaths  from  road  accidents.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  either  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary 
during  the  year.  The  notifications  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  fell  from  21  to  15  cases:  in  addition  to  4  civilian 
transfers  from  the  mainland  this  figure  includes  6  transfers 
to  H.M.  Prison  and  Borstal  Institution. 

During  the  year  there  was,  in  the  field  of  notifiable 
diseases  a  marked  predominance  of  cases  of  measles — 485 
cases,  but  there  were  no  deaths.  There  were  also  67  cases  of 
whooping  cough  with  no  fatalities. 

Six  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  case  of  poliomeylitis. 

The  face  of  Newport  is  changing  rapidly.  Old,  dark, 
damp  and  decayed  dwellings  are  being  at  last  pulled  down 
and  new  vistas  are  being  opened  up.  But  let  us  make  sure 
that  the  condemned  shells  are  demolished.  There  is  no 
more  depressing  sight  than  an  unfit  property,  no  longer  a 
home,  left  derelict. 
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It  is  a  great  pity  that  prevailing  fashions  in  footwear, 
which  have  a  great  impact  on  the  very  young  teen-ager,  pro¬ 
duce  such  devastating  and  often  permanent  damage  to  their 
foot  comfort.  A  large  proportion  of  girls  suffer  from 
blistered,  painful  feet  with  skin  so  eroded  that  the  feet  bleed. 
If  the  type  of  shoes  worn  were  compulsory,  there  would  seem 
to  be  grounds  for  an  action  for  cruelty;  as  it  is,  this  self- 
inflicted  torture  is  stoically  borne  and  the  seeds  are  sown  for 
permanent  foot  trouble. 

Far  too  many  shoes  are  of  poor  fit  if  not  entirely  bad 
fits.  The  growing  toes  are  squeezed  into  an  unnatural, 
compact  mass  and  the  back  of  the  heels  grows  ugly  with 
hardened  skin  from  constant  erosion. 

In  certain  cases  the  high  thin  heels  throw  the  whole 
body  out  of  balance  so  that  the  gait  is  grotesque  and  the 
posture  becomes  progressively  worse. 

The  world  of  shoe  styling  has  a  great  deal  to  answer 
for  in  the  damage  inflicted  on  growing  feet.  The  early  teens 
are  a  time  of  great  inner  stress  and  emotional  development. 
To  be  out  of  fashion  is  to  be  beyond  the  pale.  Even  the 
wisest  and  strongest  parents  have  a  constant  battle  to 
ensure  the  physical  welfare  of  their  girls  in  the  face  of  the 
dictates  of  fashion  and  style. 

With  the  dramatic  decline  in  the  incidence  of  infec¬ 
tious  diseases  more  and  more  attention  is  being  directed  to  a 
group  of  diseases  which  are  presenting  themselves  on  an 
increasing  scale.  These  conditions  not  only  affect  a  single 
victim  but  involve  one  or  more  members  of  a  family  or 
indeed  a  whole  family.  Apart  from  the  subjective  misery 
and  suffering  caused  by  mental  illnesses  they  constitute  a 
severe  drain  of  the  national  economy  from  lost  man-hours  of 
work,  from  degradation  of  standard  of  work,  from  medical 
services  and  accommodation  required  for  that  treatment 
and  from  the  expensive  drugs  prescribed. 

Any  prevention  of  mental  illness  is  a  step  of  great 
magnitude  but,  as  in  all  disease  which  is  prevented,  it  is 
difficult  to  assess,  with  any  accuracy,  the  exact  extent  of  the 
prevention.  There  is  little  glamour  in  preventing  disease. 
Dramatic  treatment  of  illness  is  more  stirring  to  most  people. 
And  perhaps  because  of  this,  funds  are  more  readily  available 
for  the  treatment  of  illness  than  with  its  prevention.  In 
considering  the  prevention  of  mental  ill  health  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  clear  that  the  present  policy  of  keeping  children 
with  their  parents,  however  unsatisfactory  they  are  as 


3 


parents,  is  doing  far  greater  harm  to  the  mental  health  of  the 
children  than  any  postulated  harm  done  by  separation. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  opportunity  for  the  prevention  of 
mental  ill-health  lies  in  the  field  of  Child  Psychiatry  which 
has  as  its  aim  primarily  the  prevention  of  mental  ill  health  in 
the  adult  by  solving  emotional  disturbances  in  childhood. 

It  has  been  wisely  pointed  out  that  when  the  person¬ 
ality  is  damaged  the  child  becomes  disturbed,  he  in  turn 
becomes  the  disturbed  adolescent,  who  in  turn  becomes  the 
disturbed  adult,  who  becomes  the  disturbed  parent.  Then  it 
is  these  disturbed  parents  who  are  the  people  most  likely  to 
create  disturbances  in  their  children.  So  illness  is  perpetu¬ 
ated.  The  main  mental  health  problem  in  prevention  is 
how  to  break  the  vicious  circle. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  this  Council,  by  its  wise 
and  progressive  housing  policy,  have  played,  and  are  still 
playing,  a  most  important  role  in  the  prevention  of  some  of 
the  commonest  mental  illnesses,  especially  those  forms  which 
are  induced  or  aggravated  by  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions. 

Especially  in  those  distressing  cases,  which  for  want  of 
a  better  name,  are  know  as  problem  families,  help  in  the  form 
of  housing  has  been  found  again  and  again. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  a  free,  life-saving,  pro¬ 
cedure  which  appears  to  be  increasingly  neglected.  The 
primary  vaccination  rate  for  infants  is  seriously  low.  As  a 
consequence  of  national  indifference  towards  vaccinations, 
probably  less  than  half  the  adult  population  will  in  the  near 
future  be  actively  protected  against  smallpox  and,  conse¬ 
quently,  vulnerable  if  an  epidemic  should  break  out. 

There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  in  the  public  mind  in 
respect  of  the  term  “vaccination”.  In  the  old  days  vaccin¬ 
ation”  almost  always  referred  to  the  procedure  carried  out 
for  the  prevention  of  smallpox.  If  one  was  vaccinated  it 
meant  that  one  had  been  protected  against  this  disease  only. 
Now,  however,  to  simply  ask  a  person  if  he  has  been  vaccin¬ 
ated  means  little.  In  consequence  of  the  advances  in 
immunizing  processes  one  can  now  be  vaccinated,  among 
other  diseases,  to  be  protected  against  Smallpox,  Whooping 
Cough,  Poliomyelitis,  Typhoid,  Paratyphoid  Fever  and 
Tuberculosis.  One  should  therefore  have  a  card  showing 
one’s  personal  individual  immunization  history,  always 
available,  in  the  manner  of  the  war-time  identity  card. 

The  scope  of  such  a  record  might  usefully  be  enlarged 
with  such  additional  information,  where  appropriate,  as 
“diabetic”,  “Sensitive  to  penicillin”,  etc. 
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From  time  to  time  complaints  are  received  about 
milk  bottles  being  dirty  both  inside  and  out.  There  have 
also  been  complaints  about  the  failure  of  collection  of  empty 
milk  bottles  over  comparatively  long  periods  of  time.  All 
complaints  have  been  followed  up  but  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  position  gives  rise  to  some  cause  for  anxiety.  It  will  be  a 
great  step  forward  when  disposable  milk  containers  are 
introduced. 

The  popularity  of  camping  and  caravans  for  holidays 
continues  to  increase  and  on  the  whole  the  standard  of  the 
sites  is  good.  Side  by  side  with  the  growth  of  this  form  of 
holiday  accommodation  there  is  also  increasing  development 
of  holiday  camps.  The  best  of  these  camps  set  a  very  high 
standard  of  food  hygiene  and  all  round  kitchen  cleanliness. 
This  of  course  is  greatly  in  the  interests  of  the  camps,  as 
any  food-borne  illness  is  liable  to  spread  rapidly  on  account 
of  the  extent  of  communal  feeding. 

Nothing  is  more  ruinous  of  a  holiday  than  an  attack  of 
enteritis,  and  the  camp  owners  do  well  to  ensure  that  every 
possible  step  is  taken  to  reach  the  highest  standards  in  the 
preparation,  storage  and  serving  of  foods. 

An  unofficial  Island  body  has  laid  down  the  following 
standards  for  its  members  in  respect  of  sites  for  caravan 
parks  for  holiday  use  only. 

Each  application  must  be  considered  by  the  appro¬ 
priate  authorities  under  the  Town  Planning  and  Public 
Health  Acts. 

PART  I 

1.  Entrance  to  site: 

The  entrance  and  exits  to  all  sites  should  be  of  a 
minimum  width  of  12  feet  and  should  be  so  designed  as  to 
permit  the  easy  passage  of  fire  fighting  equipment  including 
fire  engine,  etc. 

(a)  There  should  be  adequate  visibility  from  the 
entrance  adjoining  the  roadway  in  both  directions. 

(b)  The  entrance  should,  so  far  as  practicable,  be  away 
from  any  bends  or  corners  in  the  adjoining  roadway. 

(c)  There  should  be,  so  far  as  practicable,  a  sufficient 
space  inside  the  entrance  for  vehicles  to  turn  round  on  the 
site,  so  as  to  avoid  reversing  into  the  roadway. 

2.  Signs: 

A  sign  containing  the  official  name  of  the  site  and  of  a 
suitable  size  shall  be  prominently  displayed  at  the  Entrance 
of  each  Site — such  sign  to  conform  with  the  provisions  of  the 
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Town  and  Country  Planning  (Control  of  Advertisement) 
Regulations. 

3.  Density: 

(a)  The  total  number  of  caravans  to  be  stationed  on 
any  site  at  any  one  time  shall  not  exceed  15  to  the  acre 
calculated  on  the  effective  area  of  the  Site  (as  defined  in  Sub- 
paragraph  (b)  hereof). 

(. b )  The  area  of  the  site  upon  which  the  number  of 
caravans  calculated  at  a  maximum  of  15  per  acre,  and 
stationed  at  least  20  feet  apart  is  to  be  based,  shall  exclude 
any  steeply  sloping  land  or  any  area  of  land  subject  to  flood 
or  subsidence. 

(c)  An  area  of  reasonably  level  open  space  suitable  for 
recreational  purposes  or  ornamental  gardens  shall  be  provided 
and  shall  comprise  at  least  one  third  of  an  acre  for  every 
15  caravans  on  the  site. 

4.  Type  of  Caravan  to  be  used: 

The  use  of  the  land  as  a  caravan  site  shall  mean  its  use 
as  pitching  for  genuine  trailer  caravans  specially  built  for  use 
as  trailer  caravans  which  shall  be  kept  in  a  good  state  of 
repair  and  external  decoration  and  weatherproof  and  shall 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Road  Traffic  Acts  and 
Regulations  thereunder.  No  railway  vehicle,  tramcar, 
omnibus  or  aeroplane  fuselage  or  similar  structure  whether 
on  wheels  or  not  and  howsoever  adapted  shall  be  stationed 
on  the  site. 

5.  Fire  Precautions: 

Fire  fighting  equipment  shall  be  provided  to  the 
requirements  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  for  the  district 
in  which  the  site  is  situate  and  must  be  left  at  all  times 
properly  maintained. 

6.  First  Aid: 

First  Aid  equipment  should  be  provided  on  a  standard 
similar  to  that  normally  provided  for  factories,  and  should 
consist  of  kits  made  up  for  dealing  with  the  maximum  num¬ 
ber  of  people  living  on  the  site.  There  should  be  a  list  of  all 
local  doctors,  together  with  their  telephone  numbers  and  that 
of  the  ambulance  stations. 

7.  Water: 

Water  stand-pipes  with  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
shall  be  provided  within  a  maximum  distance  of  100  yards 
from  each  caravan;  each  such  stand-pipe  shall  be  provided 
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with  a  drain  inlet  underneath  each  stand-pipe,  and  with  a 
paved  area  of  not  less  than  6  feet  square,  sloped  to  drain 
into  the  inlet. 

8.  Sanitation: 

All  sites  shall  be  provided  with  flush  toilets  at  a  scale 
of  one  toilet  to  five  caravans  and  each  block  of  toilets  shall, 
where  possible,  contain  a  handbasin  and  Butlers  sink.  Such 
flush  toilets  shall  be  connected  either  to  main  drainage  or  to 
a  septic  tank  or  sewage  disposal  unit,  approved  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  whose  area  the  site  is  situate.  Toilets  must  at 
all  times  be  kept  clean  and  wholesome  and  provided  with 
artificial  lighting. 

9.  Refuse  disposal: 

Refuse  bins  of  a  type  approved  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  site  is  situate  shall  be  provided  at  a  scale  of 
one  to  three  caravans  and  must,  while  the  caravans  are 
occupied,  be  emptied  daily  and  all  combustible  material 
therein  burned  daily  on  the  site  in  an  isolated  position 
approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

10.  Waste  Water  Disposal: 

Ultimate  disposal  of  waste  water  shall  be  by  connec¬ 
tion  to  the  public  sewer:  private  disposal  unit;  conservancy 
system  or  soakaways  as  approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

11.  Winter  Storage: 

Where  caravans  are  sited  on  hard  standings  (as 
defined  below)  the  caravans  remain  on  such  sites  throughout 
the  year. 

12.  Hard  standing: 

Where  practicable  hard  standing  and  pathways  shall 
be  provided.  “Hard  standing”  is  defined  as  being  4  inches 
of  concrete  or  such  other  specification  as  may  be  approved 
by  the  County  Council  of  a  size  of  4  feet  wider  and  4  feet 
longer  than  the  size  of  the  caravan  placed  on  it. 

SITE  STANDARDS  FOR  CARAVAN  PARKS  FOR 
RESIDENTIAL  USE:  PART  II 

The  Rules  contained  in  Part  I  above  shall  apply  to 
caravan  parks  for  residential  use  in  addition  to  the  under¬ 
mentioned  Rules  but  in  those  cases  where  the  Rules  conflict 
the  undermentioned  Rules  shall  prevail. 
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13.  Caravan  pitches: 

All  caravans  shall  be  sited  in  hard  standing  (as  dehned 
above). 

14.  Roads: 

(a)  Paths  or  roads  shall  be  provided  to  give  access  for 
pedestrians  and  vehicles  respectively  to  all  caravans. 

(b)  A  road  or  path  is  defined  as  being  a  pathway  of 
sufficient  width  and  so  treated  as  to  provide  for  the  passage 
of  vehicles  and/or  pedestrians  respectively  throughout  the 
year  without  inconvenience. 

15.  Lighting: 

Artificial  lighting  shall  be  provided  for  the  convenience 
of  all  occupiers. 

16.  Refuse  Disposal: 

Refuse  bins  of  a  type  approved  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  whose  area  the  site  is  situate  shall  be  provided  at  a  scale 
of  one  for  each  caravan,  and  must,  while  the  caravans  are 
occupied,  by  emptied  daily  and  all  combustible  material 
therein  burned  daily  on  the  site  in  an  isolated  position 
approved  by  the  Local  Authority. 

17.  Management  of  site: 

A  site  warden  or  manager  will  live  permanently  on 
the  site  for  the  proper  maintenance  and  control  thereof. 

18.  Laundry  facilities: 

Facilities  for  the  washing  of  clothes  shall  be  provided 
on  each  site  for  the  use  of  the  residents.  Suitable  provision 
will  also  be  made  for  the  drying  of  clothes. 

19.  Bathing  facilities: 

Suitable  provision  shall  be  made  for  hot  water  baths 
or  shower  baths  for  the  use  of  residents. 

In  my  Annual  Report  of  1952  I  drewT  attention  to  the 
existence  of  Brucella  Abortus  in  raw  milk  in  certain  cases. 
While  examining  samples  of  the  milk  from  herds  to  exclude 
tuberculosis,  brucella  infection  of  the  milk  is  revealed  from 
time  to  time. 

Infection  of  milk  with  brucella  abortus  can,  and  some¬ 
times  does,  produce  infection  in  humans  who  consume  the 
milk.  Epidemiological  studies  have  shown  that  a  proportion 
of  human  beings  who  consume  milk  from  infected  sources 
become  themselves  infected,  with  and  without  symptoms. 
The  disease  in  man  is  relatively  mild,  and  the  symptoms 
produced  are  similar  to  many  common  medical  conditions. 
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Man  may  acquire  the  disease  either  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  from  infected  animals  and  experts  believe,  from  the 
result  of  intensive  study,  that  contact  with  infected  animals 
plays  a  much  more  important  role  in  infection  than  does  the 
consumption  of  contaminated  raw  milk  supplies.  A  curious 
phenomenon  in  human  brucellosis  is  the  comparative  high 
resistance  of  young  children  to  infection. 

I  must  repeat  that  although  the  intake  of  contam¬ 
inated  milk  has,  on  a  national  scale,  led  to  a  significant 
number  of  cases  of  human  infection,  it  is  a  minor  cause  of  the 
disease. 

The  majority  of  cases  are  due  to  direct  contact  with 
infected  animals.  It  is  therefore  primarily  an  occupational 
disease  involving  farmers,  veterinary  surgeons,  employees 
of  abattoirs,  etc. 

The  fact  remains  however  that  raw  cows’  milk  may 
contain  germs  capable  of  causing  human  illness.  Although 
free  from  tuberculosis,  raw  milk  may  contain  the  germs  of 
scarlet  fever  and  septic  sore  throat,  diphtheria,  typhoid, 
gastro-enteritis,  dysentery  and  infectious  hepatitis  in  addition 
to  brucella.  The  safest  milk  is  therefore  tuberculin  tested 
and  pasteurized. 

But  it  must  be  remembered  that  raw  milk  with  a  high 
bacterial  count  will  not  pasteurize  as  well  as  a  clean  milk. 
So  far  as  brucellosis  is  concerned,  infected  animals  should  be 
removed  from  the  herd  and  contaminated  premises  should  be 
thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

In  addition,  appropriate  immunizations  should  be 
carried  out  upon  the  livestock. 

By  reason  of  its  insular  position  it  should  be  possible 
with  the  goodwill  and  co-operation  of  all  concerned  to 
eradicate  the  disease  entirely  from  Island  herds. 

May  I  once  again  record  my  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees  for 
their  unfailing  understanding  of  the  problems  which  face  the 
department  throughout  the  year,  and  to  Mr.  Aze  and  his 
Staff  for  their  loyalty  and  diligence.  I  would  also  like  to 
thank  Mr.  W.  G.  Clarke,  my  Secretary,  for  his  unfailing  help 
throughout  the  year  and  who  has  given  great  assistance  in 
compiling  this  Report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MILLS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1958. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — 

John  Mills,  m.d.,  ch.B.,  m.r.c.s.  (eng).,  e.r.c.p. 
(eond.),  d.p.h. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Meat  &  Food  Inspector — 

F.  K.  Aze,  C.S.I.B.,  M. A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — 

H.  S.  Bull,  m.r.s.h.,  m. a.p.h.i. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  15,530 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Figures)  ...  19,730 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1958)  per 

rate  books  ...  ...  ...  •••  5,425 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1.4.58)  .  £303,943 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1957-58)  ...  £1,142 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Rive  Birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  12-3 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  •••  1*15 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  14*1 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still 

births)  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  20-2 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  17*1 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-67 

Comparative  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  11-5 

Deaths  from  diseases  and  accidents  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth  : — 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still  births)  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  12-4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  •••  13*0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  •••  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  46 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Births. 

The  total  number  of  live  births  was  242  of  which  230 
were  legitimate  and  12  illegitimate.  The  live  birth  rate 
was  12-3  per  1000  living;  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  being  16-4. 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  338  which  gives  a 
death  rate  of  17-1  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu¬ 
lation,  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  11*7. 
Infantile  Mortality. 


The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  was  12-4  per  1000  registered 
live  births  ;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  generally  was 


22-5. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Cause. 

Male. 

Female. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

12 

15 

Eeukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

34 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

12 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

7 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

17 

54 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

9 

5 

Influenza 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

15 

13 

Bronchitis 

4 

— 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

15 

20 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— 

All  other  accidents 

— 

3 

Suicide  ... 

3 

1 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

— 

— 

All  causes 

157 

181 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

During  the  Year  1958. 


Disease . 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

— 

- 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

16 

1 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 
(including  Para¬ 
typhoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

— 

28* 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  ... 

1 

Other  diseases  gen¬ 
erally  notifiable 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

Polio- 

Encephalitis 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Whooping  Cough 

67 

— 

— 

Measles 

485 

6 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

6 

— 

— 

Totals 

581 

7 

28 

*This  figure  includes  certain  cases  of  pneumonia  which  are 

not  notifiable. 
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Age  at  Date  of  Notification. 


Age. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Food 

Poisoning 

|  Polio - 

Encephalitis 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

Meningococcal 

Infection. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

J  Measles 

Dysentery 

Under  1 

6 

1 

14 

1  and  under  2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

26 

— 

2  „  „ 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

43 

— 

3  „  „ 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

57 

— 

4 

^  ))  }) 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

36 

— 

5  „  „ 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

27 

— 

295 

— 

10  „  „ 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

11 

— 

16  tt  >> 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

20  „  „ 

35 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

»  » 

X 

1 

65 

o 

t)  }) 

Li 

65  and  over 

4 

1 

i 

Tot  aes 

16 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

6 

— 

1 

— 

67 

1 

485 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1958. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  and  under  1 

1  „  5 

5  „  10 

1 

1 

10  „  15 

15  „  20 

20  „  25 

2 

1 

1 

— 

25  „  35 

4 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  „  45 

2 

2 

45  „  55 

2 

1 

1 

55  ,,  65 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Totals 

fl5 

8 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

flncluded  in  this  total  are  four  patients  who  have  been 
transferred  from  the  mainland. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


Cases. 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired. 

Vision 

impaired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Death. 

Notified. 

Trea 

ted. 

At  home 

In  hospital 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ETC. 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
Drainage 
Smoke  Tests 

Camping  and  Caravan  Sites 
Knackers  Yards  ... 

Factories 

Foodshops  and  Stores  ... 

Food  Preparation  Premises 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Bakehouses 
Milk  and  Dairies 
Pet  Shops 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ... 

Infectious  Diseases 
Swimming  Baths 
Slaughterhouses 
Verminous  Premises 
Rent  Act  ... 

Water  Supply 
Water  Tests 
Food  Poisoning  ... 


218 

225 

144 

2 

18 

8 

12 

70 

62 

9 

21 

6 


24 

12 

952 

9 

76 

10 

2 

22 


1907 


Statutory  Notices  Served — Public  Health  Acts  ...  10 

Statutory  Notices  Served — Housing  Acts  ...  ...  1 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Informal  Notices  Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  80 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Water  Samples 

(a)  Drinking  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

(b)  Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Complaints  Received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 
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FOOD 

Meat  Inspection. 


CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND 
CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Excl’ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  Killed  . 

649 

955 

3412 

977 

18424 

— 

No.  Inspected 

649 

955 

3412 

977 

18424 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

11 

14 

1 

20 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

74 

187 

4 

13 

800 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

11.5 

20.7 

0.5 

1.4 

4.5 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

8 

3 

— 

81 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

19 

25 

_ 

_ 

410 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3.1 

3.5 

.01 

_ 

2.7 

_____ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

21 

9 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

20 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

___ 

_____ 

Tons 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Total  meat  condemned 

...  12 

9 

3 

5 

Other  Foodstuffs 

... 

11 

1 

26 

13 

1 

1 

3 

In  addition  7,077  tins  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  were  destroyed 
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The  same  four  slaughterhouses  have  Continued  to 
operate  and  are  as  follows: — 

1.  5-7,  Scarrot’s  Lane,  Newport,  occupied  by 
C.  F.  H.  Biles. 

2.  35-39,  Scarrot’s  Lane,  Newport,  occupied  by 
A.  W.  Abraham  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

3.  47,  Scarrot’s  Lane,  Newport,  occupied  by  J.  W. 
Wooldridge  Ltd. 

4.  Heytesbury  Slaughterhouse,  Worsley  Road, 
occupied  by  N.  C.  Williams. 

During  1958,  952  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses 
in  connection  with  meat  inspection  and  licensing  premises. 

The  total  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the 
Council  during  1958  was  30. 

The  Council  received  a  Grant  from  the  Central 
Government  for  excess  meat  inspection  carried  out  during 
the  financial  year  1957/1958. 

The  carcases  and  offals  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in 
the  Borough  are  inspected  and  it  is  interesting  to  make  a 
comparison  with  the  position  twenty  years  ago  when  the 
Annual  Report  stated  as  follows: — 


Cattle 

(excluding 

Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  inspected 

33 

214 

600 

704 

4690 

The  total  number  of  carcases,  etc.  inspected  annually 
is  now  four  times  the  figure  given  for  1938.  In  addition, 
methods  of  meat  inspection  are  more  detailed,  new  hygiene 
techniques  have  been  introduced,  and  Slaughterhouse 
Byelaws  and  Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations  have  to  be 
enforced. 


FOOD  PREMISES  ETC. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  visits  were  made  to  food 
preparation  premises,  foodshops  and  stores.  Premises 
within  the  scope  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-57 
are  so  numerous  that  it  has  still  not  been  possible  to  inspect 
them  all.  Nevertheless,  good  progress  has  been  made  and 
much  has  been  done  to  improve  conditions  under  which  food 
is  handled. 


17 


Co-operation  from  traders  has  been  good  but  in  some 
cases  there  has  been  delay  in  carrying  out  necessary  works. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  provision  of  say  a  washbasin  and 
hot  water  supply  should  involve  a  delay  of  several  months. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  a  firm  of  bakers 
for  failure  to  comply  with  the  Regulations  at  two  of  their 
premises.  The  summonses  concerned  Regulations  16  (4), 
16  (3),  23  (1),  6  (1)  and  24.  In  addition,  proceedings  were 
taken  in  respect  of  a  contravention  of  clause  4  (a)  of  the 
Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  and  there  was  also  a  charge  under  Section  7  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1938,  concerning  the  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  the  bakery.  In  all,  the  Company  were  charged  with 
thirteen  offences.  Fines  totalling  £45  were  imposed  for 
six  offences,  an  absolute  discharge  was  granted  in  another 
case  and  six  summonses  were  dismissed. 

ITINERANT  FOOD  VENDORS 

The  Council’s  Clean  Food  Byelaws  apply  to  itinerant 
vendors  of  food,  as  “stall”  includes  any  stand,  mobile 
canteen,  cart,  barrow,  or  any  other  vehicle  whether  movable 
or  immovable.  The  provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations  1955  also  apply  as  “stall”  includes  any  stand, 
marquee,  tent  or  mobile  canteen,  and  any  vehicle,  whether 
moveable  or  not. 

Where  only  pre-packed  food  is  handled,  washing 
facilities  are  not  requested,  but  where  loose  food  is  sold 
traders  are  asked  to  provide  a  handwashing  bowl,  soap,  nail 
brush  and  clean  towel,  a  supply  of  cold  water  and  also  a 
supply  of  hot  water  which  can  be  carried  in  a  large  insulated 
flask  or  a  large  vacuum  flask  and  whenever  a  trader  has 
been  asked  to  provide  such  facilities  there  has  always  been 
good  co-operation.  These  requirements  have  been  particu¬ 
larly  applied  to  mobile  grocers  and  fishmongers. 

Similar  provisions  are  also  made  by  mobile  snack  bars 
where  in  addition  particular  attention  is  paid  to  placing 
milk  bottles  on  a  suitable  stand  on  delivery  and  attention 
is  also  given  to  dishwashing  water  including  the  use  of 
detergents  and  sterilants. 

Cleanliness  and  food  hygiene  on  such  food  vehicles 
should  always  compare  favourably  with  ordinary  premises. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

There  are  now  six  registered  Dairies  in  the  Borough 
including  one  pasteurisation  plant  licensed  by  the  I.W, 
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County  Council  and  during  the  year  no  unsatisfactory 
conditions  were  found. 

A  number  of  complaints  was  received  concerning  the 
condition  of  milk  bottles  supplied  to  customers  and  this 
was  chiefly  due  to  the  exterior  of  the  bottles  becoming 
scratched  and  marked  after  prolonged  use. 

Sometimes  bottles  may  be  supplied  which  are  dirty 
inside  or  contain  foreign  material. 

Bottles  are  frequently  returned  by  customers  without 
rinsing  and  cases  of  misuse  are  not  infrequent.  The  proper 
cleansing  of  such  bottles  may  be  very  difficult  and  in  some 
cases  impossible. 

ICE  CREAM 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  samples  taken 
and  their  gradings  according  to  the  methylene  blue  test. 


Samples 

taken 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade 

3 

Grade 

4 

8 

6 

1 

1 

Nil 

Satisf 

actory 

Unsatisf 

actory 

The  unsatisfactory  sample  was  followed  up  and  a 
satisfactory  result  obtained. 

There  are  77  premises  in  the  Borough  registered  for 
the  sale  and  storage  of  Ice  Cream.  No  Ice  Cream  is  manu¬ 
factured  in  the  Borough. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  following  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
Bacteriological  Examination  during  the  year  and  the  results 


were  as  follows: — 

No.  of  samples 

No.  of  samples 

satisfactory 

unsatisfactory 

Carisbrooke  Pumping  Station 

...  28 

6 

Bowcombe  Pumping  Station  ... 

...  29 

17 

154,  High  Street,  Newport 

...  29 

2 

58,  St.  Johns  Road 

...  29 

2 

Park  Lodge,  Palmers  Road,  Wootton  3 

3 

Fernhill  Cottages,  Wootton 

...  2 

2 

2  Berry  Close,  Newport 

1 

— 

TOTAL  . 

...  121 

32 

A  shallow  well  supplying  a  pair  of  cottages  was 
investigated  and  chemical  and  bacteriological  samples 
showed  that  the  water  was  unsatisfactory. 

A  notice  to  provide  a  piped  water  supply  was  served 
on  the  owner  of  the  cottages.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
Council  will  be  obliged  to  act  in  default  and  bear  part  of  the 
cost. 
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SWIMMING  POOLS. 

Bacteriological  Samples  No.  of  Samples  No.  of  Samples 

satisfactory  unsatisfactory 

Seaclose  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  5  — 

Lakeside  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  5  2 

Little  Canada  Holiday  Camp  ...  ...  6  — 

Unsatisfactory  samples  are  followed  up  and  every 
effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  water  is  properly  circulated, 
filtered  and  chlorinated  and  is  of  the  same  standard  as 
drinking  water.  The  swimming  pool  operators  have  also 
been  reminded  that  the  Council  have  made  Byelaws  under 
Section  233  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  with  respect  to 
swimming  baths  and  bathing  pools  in  the  Borough  not  under 
the  Council’s  management. 

KNACKERS  YARDS 

The  two  knackers  yards  in  the  Borough  are  as 
follows: — 

Little  Heath  Dairy,  Longlane,  Newport,  occupied  by 
Mr.  J.  F.  L.  Dove. 

Park  Green  Farm,  Carisbrooke,  occupied  by  Mr. 
C.  F.  H.  Biles. 

Eight  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year  and  both  are  good  examples  of  how  well  knackers 
premises  can  be  operated. 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

The  number  of  cesspools  emptied  was  100  which  is  an 
increase  of  8  on  the  number  emptied  during  the  previous 
year.  The  cost  of  emptying  was  £396  17s.  6d.  of  which 
£198  was  recovered  by  the  Council. 

HOUSING 

Under  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  17 
houses  were  demolished  and  9  houses  and  one  part  building 
were  closed.  As  a  result  of  objections  raised,  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  held  a  Public  Inquiry  on 
13th  May,  1958  at  Newport  in  connection  with  the  following 
Clearance  Areas: — 

Nos.  1-4,  Flux’s  Court,  Holyrood  Street,  Newport, 
and  Nos.  1-8,  The  Terrace,  Gunville. 

The  Minister  confirmed  the  Orders  without  modi¬ 
fication  on  29th  July,  1958. 
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CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  four  licensed  caravan  sites  in  the  Borough 
which  are  together  licensed  for  117  caravans.  Part  of  one 
of  these  sites  is  unsuitable  for  use  in  the  winter  months 
because  of  liability  to  flooding  by  surface  water  and  the 
licence  for  this  part  is  therefore  restricted  to  the  summer 
months. 

A  standard  of  public  health  requirements  for  caravan 
sites  was  drawn  up  by  all  the  Island  Authorities  after  joint 
consultation  and  in  this  way  uniformity  of  enforcement  has 
been  possible. 

In  addition  to  the  caravan  sites  there  are  4  individual 
licensed  caravans  in  use. 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  and  1948. 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health. 
PART  I  OF  THE  ACT.  INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

No.  on  Inspec- 
Register  tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occup¬ 
iers  Pro¬ 
secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Sect.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

16 

121 

3 

12 

2 

1 

TOTAL  . 

140 

12 

2 

1 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 

WERE  FOUND. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

Particulars  Found  Remed’d  Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.  1)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

( a )  Insufficient  ...  — 

1 

_ 

_ 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective  2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

( c )  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  ...  ...  — 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ...  2 

4 

— 

— 

1 

21 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT.  OUTWORKERS. 


Section  1 10 

Section  1 1 1 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out-workers 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Nature  of  work 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

list  required 

in  sending 

failure  to  ' 

unwholesome 

served 

by  Sect. 

lists  to  the 

supply  lists 

premises 

110  (1)  (c) 

Council 

Lampshades 

70 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Knitted  Wear 

1 

— 

1 

' 

■ 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

71 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (MILK  AND  DAIRIES)  ACTS, 

1944. 


Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
herds  whose  milk  is  retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment. 
These  samples  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory,  Winchester,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during  the 

year  1958  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive  ...  Nil 


Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus 

was  isolated  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


! 


